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It would appear, therefore, that as far as wind-clearance is concerned, 
the immediate post-monsoon period, with_ its lighter or perhaps 
negligible snowfalls and moderately increasing air velocities, might 
be a distinctly favourable season. Moreover, during late September 
and early October, general air temperatures should not be appreciably 
lower, nor would the hours of daylight be seriously diminished. 

Consequently, whether Major Hunt's experiences in the Kangchen
junga district can or cannot in themselves be deemed to bear favourably 
upon the problem, I am entirely in support of the view that another 
Everest expedition should not merely attempt the ascent, as heretofore, 
before the monsoon, but be prepared to stay on and seize the possible 
opportunity which conditions immediately following its ~nal stages 
may afford. 

But before world conditions allow of further expeditions setting 
forth, let us hope that the researches of Dr. Sen and others of the 
Indian Meteorological Department may have so advanced the means 
of foretelling the weather prospects that the climbing party can order 
its operations according! y. 

N. E. 0DELL • 
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THE ALPHUBEL IN 1906 

Bv G. A. SOLLY 

HIS paper has been written 1 in response to the appeal by our 
Editor to old members of the Club for records of expeditions 
which, though not new,. were undertaken in unusual conditions 

or were likely to be otherwise of interest. My companions during the 
season of I go6 had fluctuated a good deal, and at the end of July there 
were with me at Saas Fee, besides my wife and her sister, only J. A. 
Parker and J. A. Hargreaves of Birkenhead. The latter, though not 
a member of the Club, had done a good deal of guideless climbing and 
was a steady and reliable companion. The party had had several rock 
climbs lately, so wished to have a big glacier expedition, and fixed upon 
the Alphubel, hoping to traverse it from the Mischabeljoch to the 
Alphubeljoch. A great attraction was that none of the party had ever 
been on the Mischabeljoch or the Alphubel, and that as there was 
very little snow on the rocks that summer we were more likely to have 
the· route to ourselves. We had an early breakfast and left the hotel 
on July 30 as the clock on the village church was striking 2.Q A.M., the 
two ladies having been told that if they looked out about 9.0 A.M. they 

1 It is with great regret that we report the death of the author, a distinguished 
and well loved figure in mountaineering circles. We hope to publish an In 
Memoriam notice in our next number. EDITOR. 
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might see us on the slopes below the ·pass. We walked on quietly 
and reached the steps on to the Lange Fluh rocks about 4.0 A.M. I was 
there in 1887 when very little had been done to ease the path and the 
guides always got their ropes out and wished to help, but nearly 
20 years had elapsed and a great deal of change had been made and 
has since been going on, so that a good climber could probably manage 
now without taking his hands out of his pockets. We went on up the 
rocks and made a short stay at the usual place by the edge of the glacier 
where we found several other parties. One of their guides, a Fee man 
whom I knew; asked me where we were going, and when I told him 
he seemed surprised and evidently thought it a big expedition. I heard 
later that on account of the condition and amount of ice on the route 
no party had crossed the Mischabeljoch between Fee and Tasch that 
season. After this halt we roped with Parker leading. There is a 
recognised route now but we did not know it, and as Parker soon after 
he got back to Scotland wrote out an account of his holiday, I am, with-
his permission, taking the following extracts from it. -

• 

' After crossing the glacier we made for the first break in the line of cliffs 
which run from the summit towards the Lange Fluh and terminate at Pt. 2991 
on the F ederal map. At this break a snow couloir runs right up the cliff but 
is overhung by seracs. The south side of the couloir was of rock but was 
also under fire. After crossing the schrund we took to the rocks on the north 
side and made a low traverse across them for about a hundred feet. The rocks 
above us were then more broken and we could climb vertically up, having on 
our right the seracs of the glacier which comes from the Mischabeljoch, and 
on our left the impossible cliff below which we had traversed. The rocks 
were firm and not very difficult. At the top we got on to a little moraine 
along which we climbed to the left, and when it failed us we climbed up to the 
slope of the glacier to the right and got on to its almost unbroken surface well 
away from the cliffs and seracs.' 

The rocks near which we had passed had occasionally been used as 
sleeping places, and Sir E. Davidson told me that he once stayed there 

. for a night and lit a fire prior to a climb on or near the- Taschhotn . 
We saw marks on the rocks which may have been caused by such fires, 
but I have not heard of any party that has bivouacked there of recent 
years. 

Our next stage involved a long trudge gradually ascending over 
good snow until at about 8 o'clock we topped a steep slope and saw 
revealed on our right a grand snow plateau reaching away to the foot 
of the slopes of the pass. The view of the face of the peak was 
magnificent with its steep slopes of ice overhung by cliffs of ice. 

We made a short halt that we might enjoy the view, and about 
9.0 A.M. we started off on t~e final ascent to the pass. I was leading 
with Hargreaves second and Parker in the rear. We made our way 
across the plateau and reached the foot of the steep snow slopes leading 
up to the pass. We could then see the hotel, and knew that our friends 
there would be looking out for us, and on our return we heard from 
Sir Henry Bergne that the party had been seen at g.o A.M. and had 
been under observation until we crossed the ridge four hours later. 
·The obvious way up was to cross the lower of the two bergschrunds 

• 
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at the extreme left and traverse up to the right, but as there were marks 
where snow had fallen from the cliffs over the lines that we would have 
followed, and there was other snow apparently ~eady to fall over our 
route I hesitated and asked my companions what they thought about 
the risk. They said they would leave it to me, but did not want to be 
rash, so I turned to the right and crossed the bergschrund, and started 
upwards, cutting steps in the ice at an angle which Parker, who is an 
engineer, said was 58 degrees. Most of the steps were cut at the level 
of my shoulders or a little higher. Hargreaves had got out of the rope 
so as to give me its full length, and after I had gone up about 70 ft. 
I asked Parker to come if he cared to do so. He asked if I could hold, 
and I believe I said, ' Yes, about two pounds.' Parker then came 
carefully up, enlarging many of the steps, and then unroped and brought 
Hargreaves up. This performance had to be repeated from time to 
time until at I o'clock we reached the top of the pass and disappeared 
from sight of those at the hotel just as the luncheon gong sounded. 
We had had ov.er three and a half hours of almost continuous step
cutting in hard ice. The only relief was that in about three places 
there was an horizontal crack in the ice about two inches wide into 
which I could push half of my _axe, and with the rope over that we all 
felt safe for the time, and in another place, near the second schrund, 
the slope eased off and for a few feet steps were unnecessary. We 
could not afford time to study the glorious view for long, but while 
resting and having luncheon we discussed the prospects of the weather. 
There were some heavy clouds on the Zermatt -side and at one time 
a mist swept across the top of the Alphubel. We were all against a 
descent of the ice slope that we had come up, and although the slope 
down the Zermatt side looked easy, it is a long way to Tasch and the 
details of the route were unknown to us, so we decided fo continue our 
climb as planned, knowing that even if we had not time to go the whole 
of . the way to the Alphubeljoch we could turn off and pick _ up the 
regular tourists,- track over the glaciers from either the peak or the pass 
to the Lange Fluh. Immediately above the Mischabeljoch, much to 
our surprise, we had found the steps of a previous party of no great age. 
There was nothing to show where they had come from, but as they 
had not returned to the pass it was probable that we shou]d find their 
traces somewhere, and that they might help us through the mist. 

The steps were in capital order and in about an hour's time we 
reached the N. summit of the Alphubel in mist; we plodded on, and 
in what we took to be the ten minutes named in Conway's Eastern 
Pennine Guide reached another peak which we took to be the top. 
However, in a few minutes the clouds lifted for a moment and we saw 
a distinctly higher peak in front of us, and Hargreaves asked if it was 
Monte Rosa, but we decided that it was the real top about half a mile 
away, so had to go to it, and went on hoping that we should find no 
more tops. Hargreaves was leading down towards the Alphubeljoch, 
keeping as near as practicable to the snowy ridge, but after a time he 
turned round and said he was on ice and could not go on without 
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making steps. Without any loss of time we decided that it was too 
late .to attempt to descend a slope such as we had ascended in the 
morning, so we turned back, hoping to join the route from the summit, 
and keeping about the level we saw a track which we made for and 
found very useful as it gave· us a lead in several places where the bridges 
were by no means in a straight line. In one place the track took us 
to the top of a big couloir filled with avalanche debris, but at that hour 
it was probably safe, and we glissaded down and quickly reached the 
snowfield, and in about half a mile struck the Alphubelj och track. 
This was in very bad condition with holes everywhere _made by parties 
which included very young people, so I left their track and went 
a few yards on one side, and with Parker at a right angle to the line of 
the other two we got along without losing time. One bridge near the 
end was very nasty, but the track was there and about 20 people must 
have crossed that day. I was leading and had to go down a little slope 
to it, so I asked the other two if they could hold, and saw that they had 
both made themselves very safe with axe and rope, and they said it 
was right and I went to the edge. I put one foot on the bridge very 
caref1,.Illy, but I was suspicious about the place; so brought it back to 
look again, and almost directly, and while I was watching, the bridge 
collapsed and fell to the bottom. A narrow escape, and this at a place 
which had evidently been crossed by several parties earlier in the day. 
We found another bridge not far away and crossed it very gingerly, 
and then hurried on to the Lange Fluh, unroped, finished our food 
supply, and reached the hotel at 8. I 5 P .M. 

Parker's notes, to which I owe so much in this paper, close with the 
words ' A magnificent expedition.' 

Sixteen years later ( I922) I crossed the Mischabeljoch from Fee to 
Zermatt with Beetham, Bower and Meldrum under absolutely different 
conditions. After· getting to the foot of the pass we kept to the left 
where there were then no signs of disturbance of snow as there had been 
on my previous visit, but al1 the way to the top we were in very deep soft 
snow. Beetham was leading and kicked steps, and it was very hard 
work ; in one place on putting my foot into a step it went right through 
and only stopped when actually resting upon the slab of the step that 
I had just left. I do not remember such an experience at any other 
time. It took us almost as long to make the ascent in the deep soft 
snow as on the ice in I 906. We descended to the Taschalp rather late -
and tired and found the house -full, but we were shown to a partly 
built house containing two rooms with one large bed in each, where we 
slept, and next morning walked to Zermatt, where we met a crowd of 
distinguished climbers at the front door of the Hotel Monte Rosa all 
waiting for lunch after a walk from the Riffelalp. We were in our 
climbing clothes after a night in very rough quarters, and by no means 
in the kit that is now usual at the Zermatt hotels. Still, everyone had 
a coat and a collar on as w~ walked up, but it remained uncertain how 
or to what garment one of the collars was attach~. 

Before we left the late Hon. Secretary of the Club was heard to say 
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' how nice it was to see a party of young British climbers arriving at 
Zermatt straight from the hills.' One of these young men was about 
63. After lunch the young men went on to the Schonbiihl hut. 

In preparing these notes I have read with much enjoyment many of 
my old ALPINE JOURNALS and books, and have been surprised to find 
so few mentions of the Alphubel, and that so little has been written 
about its history. It seems to have been admitted that the name is 
not of Saracenic origin even if other names such as Allalin or Almagel 
are so, and that is uncertain. 2 If so, what does the name mean, what is 
its original, and when or by whom was it first used ? It must have been 
known by the beginning of the nineteenth century, but is not mentioned 
in the letters of the botanical visitors to Saas Fee (A.J. 23. 285, 349). 

What does the name cover ? An actual peak or a tract of snow
covered country, or was it part of any Alpine pasture ? On Keller's 
map to Ebel's Switzerland (1818) a mountain called Mt. Fee appears 
with several other unnamed summits between that and Monte Moro, -
but never with any mention of its height or its exact position. It is 
always upon the Fee Glacier and was perhaps intended to be the name 
of the whole glacier, or it may have been for one of the points below 
the summit line. However, Mt. Fee disappeared before 1856 and 
Alphubel was limited to the highest point above the Fee Glacier. It 
is worth noting that the name is Alphubel only. A glance at the maps 
shows that the word ' horn ' forms part of the name of almost every 
other mountain between the Dom and Monte Rosa. 

In 1856 and again in 186o, in describing the view from the summit 
of the Allalinhorn, E. L. Ames refers to ' the great snow hump of the 
Alphubel ' as an obstruction of the distant view, and L. Stephen to 
' the .long, flat-topped hummock called Alphubel.' Was there a little 
envy of the extra 568 ft. of height, or was it scorn at the simplicity of 
the climb? 

Before that time Saas Fee and its mountains were little known. 
Tourists went to Zermatt in preference, as mountains there were more 
numerous and more magnificent. The Fee mountains could be seen 
from many points in or near Zermatt but were not so accessible. They 
were frequently climbed after 186o, but no one seems to have attempted 
to climb them from the Tasch side until W. W. Richmond Powell made 
the fine· ascent of theW. face of the Alphubel described in A.J. 9· 367, 
and so far as I know that climb has been seldom repeated. It would 
not now be too long a climb as travelling could start from the Taschalp 
or even from the Tasch hotel. I have several times looked at the face 
of Alphubel and have wondered why so little exploration of it has been 
made, but I have been unable to make up a party, and now my days 
on high mountains and passes are over, and I can only hope that some 
one will undertake the exploration. If he does so, he will have 
material for another Alphubel paper in the ALPINE JOURNAL, and will, 
I hope, have as much enjoyment and as good companions as I have 
had there in the past. 

2 See A. J. 9· passim. Later, Coolidge recanted his 'pretty fancy.' 
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